A Garden Enclosed, A Fountain Sealed Up: Paradoxical and Generative Metaphors of Enclosure in Medieval Female Anchoritism by Maynus, Cody, Obl.S.B.
College of Saint Benedict and Saint John's University 
DigitalCommons@CSB/SJU 
School of Theology and Seminary Graduate 
Papers/Theses School of Theology and Seminary 
Spring 5-14-2017 
A Garden Enclosed, A Fountain Sealed Up: Paradoxical and 
Generative Metaphors of Enclosure in Medieval Female 
Anchoritism 
Cody Maynus Obl.S.B. 
College of Saint Benedict/Saint John's University, cmaynus001@csbsju.edu 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/sot_papers 
 Part of the Religion Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Maynus, Cody Obl.S.B., "A Garden Enclosed, A Fountain Sealed Up: Paradoxical and Generative Metaphors 
of Enclosure in Medieval Female Anchoritism" (2017). School of Theology and Seminary Graduate 
Papers/Theses. 1907. 
https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/sot_papers/1907 
This Graduate Paper is brought to you for free and open access by the School of Theology and Seminary at 
DigitalCommons@CSB/SJU. It has been accepted for inclusion in School of Theology and Seminary Graduate 




























































































































































































































































































33 One notable and  curious  instance of non‐Christian usage  comes  from an ancient Babylonian 
incantation, where, after the midwife speaks a prayer/spell over the woman in labor, “[r]emoved are the 
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